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Hello again! It is not easy to write an opening editorial, when it has to
start with sad news. We have haxd
and one was a friend. Past HotBox editor, Larry Wright passed away in
May. Also passing away just a few days later, was Bennett Racheff, the
paymaster of Div 10. We have a write-up on both of these men a few
pages away. | know they will be missed by fellow modelers, friends and
family. Sincerest sympathies to all who knew them.

This is the last issue for information on the 2017 NCR convention i
Runnindéd The Rail s d1hofera ardplaRrng dns
attending what is looking like a great weekend of model railroading. This
event is here... now... so | hope to see you there.

As you read this, Autumn is almost here, kids are going back to school,
vacations are mostly completed and activities are starting to turn indoors
more and more. That means that model railroading also becomes more
active and |1 d&m hoping Yy ouEvenafewNMNGRu
Divisions are returning from a summer hiatus, so jump in and do some
modeling or operations. Gee.... that NCR convention sounds like just the
place to get that modeling bug started.....

Well, time to do snme_ mnd

Thanks for readin@_r B

MODEL World's
RAILROADING IS FUN!

DKS RAILWORKS “
SELL AND BUY MODEL TRAINS
BRASS - DIECAST - PLASTIC
RTR - KITS - BUILDINGS
ESTATES - DATED INVENTORIES - LIQUIDATIONS

LAYOUTS DISMANTLED

Contact Doug Kass: (586) 306-5306 or cemail: info@ diksrailworks.com

www.dksrailworks.com

HOTBOX CORRECTIONS

Always striving to be correct is something we will do with the HotBox .
But, we are human and mistakes can/will happen. Please forgive us,
these are NOT intentional! The corrections for the June 2017 edition of
the HotBox are - minor grammar and spelling!

NCR "

FRONT COVER PICTURES- Grand Rails 2017 logo; Pere Marquette by
the Grand Rapids Model Railroad Historical Society; DTRR logo; DT&lI
Beaver Vall ey
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NCR HUMOR

This photo is from the Sept. 9, 1946 edition

of the Spokane Spokesman-Review.

Caption: A Sq u e e z e Th s avlyab
happened when two freight cars had an
"argument” this morning near the Northern
Pacific station. Railroad officials said a crew
had "kicked" one car up one track and that
it backed down and cornered a car on
another track near the switch. A pair of
trucks was derailed. No one was injured

negl i gg

and damage was

Contributed by Div 6 member
John Bopp
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PRESIDENTS OBSERVATION

by Scott Kremer

How many times have | read a column like this that
starts out A The summer
model railroadi ngi®nfany tihes rr
but | guess that is the case because to a large
degree it is true. | hope you had a great summer
and that it included some modeling activities. |
spent some time on my layout but did enjoy quite a
few operating sessions on several different layouts.
Now | want to kick it into a higher gear. | have
some operating sessions upcoming and | want to
refine what | have been doing and work to make
sure the layout runs as near to perfect as | can. |
cannot think of a better way to gain inspiration for
all that | want to do then going to the Regional
Convention in Grand Rapids. As you read this |
hope you have already registered to go. If not it is
not too late to plan on going.

One of the best parts of model railroading is that
you do not have to learn everything from scratch.
You can get help from others. This does not mean
t hat you have to follow
same thing but it does mean you can easily ask
guestions and factor the answers into what you
want to do. While clinics at the convention will
help, and in some cases be exactly what you are
looking for, talking to other modelers can also be
beneficial. To me the sharing of our experiences is
one of the best parts of the social aspect of our
hobby. There are plenty of chances to do just that
at the convention. We all spend a lot of time and
effort on our layouts. Most people, who are not
modelers, will never guess how much, and perhaps
that is just as well. However, | cannot count the
number of times | found something valuable to my
hobby efforts just by listening. There will be a lot of
people at the convention and many clinics to
choose from. When you think about the
convention, and why you should go, | hope you will
consider that the value may be that it is a place
where you can find the answer to a problem or the
inspiration for something new on your layout.

Another thing | want to talk about in this same
context is the model showcase. This will be the
third convention since we eliminated the model
contest. In the first year we had a good display.
Last year it was much larger. | hope this year will

i s erwaumge everyonene t
m drevg oneadr mouesnodels

be even bigger and |

to share. | think this is
part of the future for our
organization. It is another
opportunity for all of us to
learn from one another.
Yes, there will still be
judges if you want your
model judged, either for
the achievement program
or just because you want to know well you have
done. The important thing is that we have
addressed the often-heard complaint about
competing against one another. The old idea of a
contest seems to be contrary to the feelings of
people today that they do not want to partake in a
competition in what is supposed to be a leisure
activity. This arrangement allows you to choose to
be judged against a standard for the reasons | have

eV Gstedf &t fusk Kade fuh $harifg whdl ybu HaR ddnd! ©

So, be brave, be generous, bring some models.

Finally, as part of the convention, the Board of
Directors will have a meeting, as required by our
By- Laws. The Board includes representatives of
all parts of our region. As in most things in life,
people are not always happy with the way an
organization is run. That is OK and complaints are
a part of the process. However, | feel strongly that
the only way an organization can be great is if
everyone takes the responsibility to help. This
means if you think that something is wrong, or
could be better, help us by telling those on the
Board that can try to fix the issue do so. Please
contact your Division Superintendent, or emailing
me at skremer@wideopenwest.com , and we will
do our best to have your issue on the agenda. |
know we will not always resolve the issues to your
satisfaction but | will guarantee to give the issue the
best review and discussion we can and try our best
to make it work for you.

So, get out there and enjoy the hobby, build
something, operate a layout, talk to others, attend
the convention.

Scott Kremer , President , NCR

4  the HotBox AUTUMN 2017



NCR MEMORIAM NCR INFO

It is sad to report two losses in the NCR over the past 3 months. While all losses are sad, one has really hit
home a bit more than others.

LARRY WRIGHT Born February 2, 1940 Died May 21, 2017 77 years old
Loving husband of Naoko for 55 years. Adored father of Sheryl (David) Boye and
Robert (Rosalind) Wright. Cherished grandfather of Carly, Alyssa, Alexa, and
Nathan. Larry was a successful editorial cartoonist who worked for the Detroit News
and Free Press for 45 years where his ¢
Carlyle were nationally syndicated. Larry also did political cartoons. Larry was also a
proud Army veteran and a model railroad enthusiast who won national awards for his
trains, even becoming an editor for the railroad magazine HotBox. Larry was an avid
golfer and loved the Detroit Tigers. He will be missed dearly by family and friends.

Additional notes on Larry from other NCR members.... During the Korean War,
Larry served on Okinawa decoding North Korean military transmissions for the Army. It was there that he met
his wife, Naoko. Larry was the past Editor of the HotBox for near 18 years, from 1988 to 2006. He was a
member of the Midnight Pocatello Yardmasters round-robin group for over 35 years. Using his skills as an
artist, he showed many of us how to improve our modeling skills.Lar r y6s model| HOscaler oad v
Beaver Valley RR - his version of the MA& PA. (Lar r y 6 s | deatoredtin the hekt HotBpe) Besides
model railroading, Larry loved cars. He went to many shows every year to photograph the cars for the on-line
edition of the Detroit News. He was an avid golfer until his health started to restrict him. He loved baseball and
was a pitcher for the News/Free Press games.

Editors notes: Like several of you, | didn't get to know Larry real well personally, but he was always nice and
helpful. He's the guy that turned me on to "Model Water". Both of his layouts were masterpieces, especially his
last one in Canton. It is nice to know that many of his layout items will live on as part of others layouts.

One of my favorite stories involving Larry was the one of his using tea on his layout as ground cover. The fun
part of the story is that Larry used tea that had been exposed to cream and sugar. After a few days, the tea
had fermented and Larry had a soft green "fog" on his layout in the area he had used the tea! The other great
story that | remember is when he had his first heart attack and went to rehab class. The person giving the class
was mentioning that now would be a good time to pursue a hobby, something to help you relax and stress
free.... like model railroading!! | remember Larry saying that he said to himself... guess | got that covered.

| have always loved to write... when | was asked to become the HotBox editor several years ago, it was

like... wow... can | even do a 1/2 way job as good as Larry did? He was editor for 18 years and his issues were
always informative and professional. | don't know how | am doing compared to Larry, but from now on, he will
be even more in my thoughts with each issue. We will all miss Larry in our own ways. While we have lost a
friend and colleague, we do know he is in a better place, now free from his pain and problems. I'm sure Larry
and Dewey are together and planning a grand layout that we will all share in one day too. Rest weII Larry”
Barry Hensel, Editor ]

NI CHOLAS @ NI CKoborRAIGRHE FOB6 died May 25, 2017 80 years old
Nick was a Navy man, starting service in 1954 and serving as a Navy air traffic
controller for 25 years on the USS Dwight D Eisenhower. He served another 26 years
in Washington DC.

I am not sure how many of the membership has heard the news of the passing of

Nick Racheff. Nick was a good personal friends as well a great friend and active
member of the NMRA. He was our current Division 10 Pay Master.

| am already missing him. Don W. Westcott

How about writing an article on your latest mod eling project!
At the HotBox, WE NEED AND WANT YOUR ARTICLES!!
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RAILFANNIN G the LAYOUTS OF DIV 4 NCR TRACKSIDE

Left, down then right....
Great Lakes Rail by: Deb Lynch and C&O, Shenandoah Div. By: Don Houston
The Southern Belt By: Jim Shirreffs
The Milwaukee Road By: Bill Heiden
Northwest Michigan Railroad Franchise
By: Ron Tennant and son RJ
The C&O By: Thom Post
The BNSF in HO scale layout by: Don Roede
The Rio Grande Southern By Don Bergman
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